DESERT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

SCHOOL IDENTITY & PURPOSE

Statement of Faith, Philosophy and Objectives

The foundation of our philosophy is our statement of faith, which is our basic set of Christian
values. The statement of philosophy expands our Christian values into every realm of life. The
implementation of our philosophy into every academic discipline is obtained by striving to fulfill
our objectives.

Expanded Statement of Faith

Of the Scriptures:

We believe in the authority and sufficiency of the Holy Bible consisting of the sixty-six books of
the Old and New Testaments, as originally written; that it was verbally and plenarily inspired,
that it was the product of Spirit-controlled men and therefore is infallible and inerrant in all
matters of which it speaks. We believe the Bible to be the true center of Christian unity and the
supreme standard by which all human conduct, creed, and opinions shall be tried. (Il Timothy
3:16-17; Il Peter 1:19-21)

Of the True God:

We believe there is one and only one living and true God, an infinite Spirit, the Maker and
supreme Ruler of Heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness and worthy of all possible
honor, confidence, and love; that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons - the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work
of redemption. (Exodus 20:2-3; | Corinthians 8:6; Revelation 4:11)

Of Jesus Christ:

We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Spirit in a miraculous manner; born of
Mary, a virgin, as no other man was ever born or can be born of a woman; and that He is both
the Son of God and God the Son (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; John 1:1,14). We further
believe that the salvation of sinners is divinely initiated and wholly of grace through the
mediator’s offices of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who by the appointment of the Father,
voluntarily took upon Himself our nature, yet without sin, and honored the divine law by His



personal obedience, thus qualifying Himself to be our Savior; that by the shedding of His blood
in His death, He fully satisfied the just demands of a holy and righteous God regarding sin; that
His sacrifice consisted not in setting an example by His death as a martyr but was a voluntary
substitution of Himself in the sinner’s place, Christ the Lord bearing our sins in His own body on
a tree; that having risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in Heaven, where He ever liveth to
intercede on behalf of the believers (John 3:16; Il Corinthians 5:21; | Peter 2:24).

Of the Holy Spirit:

We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person, of the same nature as God the Father and
God the Son; that He was active in the creation; that in His relation to the unbelieving world, He
restrains the evil one until God's purpose is fulfilled; that He convicts of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment; that He is the agent in the new birth; that He seals, empowers, guides,
teaches, witnesses, sanctifies, and helps the believer. (Genesis 1:1-3; John 16:8-11; John 3:5,
6; Romans 8:14, 16, 26-27; Luke 24:49)

Of Man:

We believe that man was created in innocence (in the image and likeness of God) under the law
of his Maker. By voluntary transgression, Adam fell from his sinless, happy state, and all men
sinned in him. Consequently, all men are totally depraved and are partakers of Adam's fallen
nature. We are sinners by nature and by conduct, and therefore are under just condemnation
without defense or excuse and in need of salvation by the Savior.

Of Salvation:

We believe that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only condition of salvation. For a person to
be saved, he/she must confess with his/her mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in his/her
heart that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead. (Romans 10:9)

Of the Church:

We believe the Church is the living body of believers in Christ (those who by faith have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior) on earth, both universally and locally. We
believe the true mission of the church is the faithful witnessing of Christ to all men as we have
opportunity. (Acts 20:17-28; Acts 2:41, 42)

Of Marriage, Gender and Sexuality:

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These
two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen
1:26-27) Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one
woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen 2:18-25) We believe that



God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to
each other. (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4) We believe that God has commanded that no intimate
sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual
behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to
God. (Matt 15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10)

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Desert Christian Academy as
the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the DCA members and the
community, it is imperative that all persons employed by DCA in any capacity, or who serve as
volunteers, agree to and abide by this Statement on Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality. (Matt
5:16; Phil 2:14-16; 1 Thess 5:22)

We believe that God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin,
seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor
6:9-11)

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and
dignity. (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31) Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward
any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of
DCA.

On the Sanctity of Human Life:

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of
inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or
mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death.
We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life. (Ps 139)

Desert Christian Academy'’s biblical role is to work in conjunction with the home to mold
students to be Christlike. Of necessity, this involves the school’s understanding and
belief of what qualities or characteristics exemplify a Christlike life. The school reserves
the right, within its sole discretion, to refuse admission of an applicant or to discontinue
enrollment of a student if the atmosphere or conduct within a particular home or the
activities of the student are counter to or are in opposition to the biblical lifestyle the
school teaches. This includes, but is not necessarily limited to, participating in,
supporting, or condoning sexual immorality, homosexual activity, or bisexual activity;
promoting such practices; or being unable to support the moral principles of the school.
(See Leviticus 20:13 and Romans 1:27)



